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A Tonic Laxative Upo n Which Two Generations of 
Physicians Have Depended 4 


medical profession in 1877. It is the original extract of cascara. It 
is scientifically made from carefully selected and cured bark, botanically 
identified as the true Rhamnus Purshiana. ere eee 
therapeutic efficiency. 


more than do certain competing products. But is richly worth the higher 
price. It is much more active. Smaller doses are used. Dose for dose, 
indeed, it will stand comparison in cost with any other fluid extract of 
cascara. 


Fluid Extract of Cascara Sagrada (P.D. & Co.) is the product which has 
given to cascara the reputation among physicians which it enjoys today. 
It has been employed for more than forty years in the treatment of 
chronic intestinal torpor. 


Parke, Davis & Company 


Fluid Extract of Cascara Sagrada (P. D. & Co.) was introduced to the 
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grains of true, unchanged quinine sulphate 
cach average teaspoonful (6 m A 


child will take oad 
spoon. 


Liqui Blaud contains the compo- 
ts of Blaud’s Mass which react 


“to form fresh ferrous carbonate at the time 
the dose is ‘with water. ‘The, patient 
“gets the fresh iron salt each time. Lilly’s 
Liquid Blaud is supplied Plain, with ‘Aldine 
- with Strychnine, and with Arsenic and 
Strychnine, in special bottles only. Send for 
demonstration sample and literature. 


UCCUS ALTERANS is well known as 
Pt) anne y vegetable alterative. It is made 
h, undriéd drugs gathiered in season. 


It been used the me ‘| 
profession for over thirty years. Succus Al | 
terans contains no bist fo an encellenit 
vehicle for them. ‘the original Lily 
supplied in pink -ottles only, 
Products Are ‘Supplied Throug h 
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X-RAY EQUIPMENT 


THERE IS AT 


THE WESTLAKE 


AN X-RAY EQUIPMENT THAT IS NOT 

SURPASSED WEST OF CHICAGO. 

| EVERY DETAIL THE VERY LATEST 

AND BEST FOR DIAGNOSTIC AND 
THERAPEUTIC WORK. 


COR. ORANGE AND ALVARADO STREETS 


LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


WILSHIRE 245 HOME 53068 
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three remedies—Gelsemium, Macrotys and Eupatorium.” 


Libradol ©6618 
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SUMMARY REPORTS 


FROM ONE THOUSAND PHYSICIANS 


Remedies named as most Remedies named as most 


_ useful in INFLUENZA useful in PNEUMONIA 
Aconite 788 Bryonia 723 
Gelsemium 772 Aconite 617 
Bryonia 707 Veratrum 576 
Macrotys 384 Lobelia 468 
Veratrum 353 Ipecac 411 
Eupatorium 328 Asclepias 366 
Lobelia 324 Gelsemium 7293 
Asclepias 268 Belladonna 169 
Ipecac 236 Sanguinaria 134 


Many physicians found it impossible to name any remedy as of 


“most importance,” stating, very truly, that each is “most important” _ 


when its use is indicated. Others named two or more as most serviceable, 
giving usually the conditions under which each was used. For example, 
‘“‘“Gelsemium is most frequently indicated, but where sepsis is marked, 
Echafolta or Echinacea becomes most important.’’ A typical answer, 
often made, is as follows: “In nearly every case I find indications for 
Again, 
‘‘Aconite for fever, Eupatorium for bone-ache, and Macrotys for muscular 
soreness.’ 


EXTERNAL APPLICATIONS | 


Camphorated Oil 62 
| Compound Emetic Powder 185 Onion Poultice — «88 
| ‘Turpentine Applications 110 Iodine Applications 14 
Antiphlogistine 96 Scattering 
| Mustard Applications | 


Under ‘Scattering,’ are included many private prescriptions, as 
well as sucn applications as “‘mush jacket,’’ ‘flaxseed poultice,’’ “quinine 
and lard,’’ and one each of the following: “‘capsicum, mustard and tar,”’ 


“tobacco and wheat flour,’’ ‘snuff and black pepper.” “Dry cupping”’ 
finds one advocate. | 


It is often stated: ‘When I cannot get Libradol I: use the best 
attainable substitute,’’ hence many of the above may be considered as 
emergency applications. | 

= Respectfully, 


LLOYD BROTHERS. 
Cincinnati, Ohio, March, 1919. ee 
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n the case of many men long accustomed to their daily 
use, has resulted in marked nervous phenomena which the 


physicien is called upon to manage. 


: 


in. ya cases, especially a sleeplessness and extreme nervousness 


: | ere outstanding features, produces the happiest of results. Through 


: its use the patient secures restful sleep, 2 more stable nervous 


— and without the possibility of acquiring a fresh addic 


SAMPLES AND LITERATURE SUPOLIED FO PUIVSITIANS PAVING EXPRESS cuanees 
LasoraTrory os JOHN GB. DANIEL, lnc., ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 


FOR RECONSTRUCTIVE PURPOSES 


For the purpose of adding strength to tissues reduced through a long illness, 
such as influenza, pneumonia or typhoid fever, Hagee’s Cord. Ext. Ol. Morrhuae Comp. 


The usefulness of Cord. Ext. Ol. Morrhuae Comp. (Hagee) 
lies in its definite power to stimulate the appetite, increase richness of the blood- 


stream, add increased resistance to the titssues, and in its palatability, as a result of 
which it may be given for long periods without causing gastric distress or becoming 
intolerable to the patient. 


630 West Sixth Street, 


=) 


The Eclectic Medical College 


CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Chartered: 1845. 


Admission to the Freshman Class: Certificate of 
the Ohio State Medical Board; fifteen units plus two 
years of college work, which must include one year 
in physics, chemistry, biology, English, and any 
other one modern language. This pre-medical 
course can be taken preferably at Miami Univer- 
stty, Oxford, Butler County, Ohio: (39 miles from 
Cincinnati), or at any other recognized college or 
university. 


- Session: The 74th annual session begins Septem- 
ber 12, 1918, and continues eight months. 


Tuition: $120 per year; matriculation fee, $5.00. 


Sixth Street. 


Clinical Instruction: Seton Hospital Dispensary, 
Health Department and Tuberculosis Hospital, Seton, Longview and Cincinnati 
General Hospital (850 beds). 


For Bulletin and detailed information address the Secretary, 


_ JOHN K. SCUDDER, M. D., 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


Building: New (1910) six-story building at 630 W.. 
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administration in children meets 
easy solution by the use of 


wre 


use inthe case of debilitated who are susceptible to colds 


and bronchial inflammations, is followed by gratifying results. 
These patierts take on weight and increased resistance, Wheres the definite reconstruc- 


tive powers of Cord. Ext. Ol. Morrhuae Comp. (Hagee). 


7 EACH FLUID OUNCE OF HAGEES CORDIAL OF THE EXTRACT OF COD.LIVER OlL COMPOUND CONTAINS 
EXTRACT OBTAINABLE FROM ONE-THIRD FLUID OUNCE OF COD LIVER Ou (THE FAITY PORTION BEING ELIMIN- 
TED}6 GRAINS CALQUM HYPOPHOSPHIT FE, S RAIS WITH GLYCERIN AND AROMATICS. 
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Hospital and Physicians’ Supplies 


Special prices given to physicians for —" or office practice on Pharma. 
ceuticals 


N.B.—By directing your patiemts to our prescription department you are assured of getting your 
prescriptions filled with Lloyds’ Specifics. 


DEPOT FOR LLOYDS’ SPECIFIC MEDECINES 


at best discounts. Mail orders solicited. 


DICKINSON DRUG CO, 
Formerly Dean Drug Co. 
_ Third and Main Los Angeles, Cal. 


« 


SET YOURSELF RIGHT 
ABOUT ORIFICIAL SURGERY 


It is not a fad, ism or pathy. : 


It is a potent therapeutic measure based on Scientific facts. It pertains 
not alone to “‘piles and circumcision” but to every tube and hollow 
organ—to all tissues receiving fibres from thé Sympathetic Nervous 
system. | 


The School of Orificial Surgery offers its Course to graduate physicians 
only. The theoretical and basic study is conducted by a successful 
plan of correspondence. The practical and technical work is taught 
\ clinically. Each student receives personal attention. 


Satisfied graduates tell. Ask for some of their letters. 


Write for a Copy of 
THE ORIFICIALIST 


SCHOOL ORIFICIAL SURGERY 


(INCORPORATED) 


UTICA BUILDING DES MOINES, IOWA 
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PEACOCKS 
BROMIDES CHIONIA 


Utero-Ovarian Hepatic 
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Neuroses Indigestion 
Hysteria Cholangitis 


BOSE: One to Four DOSE: One to two tee- 
Ceaspoorntluls spoontuls three Ginese day 
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Please sign your name on this page, tear it out and mail to us at once. 


Inclosed you will find $1.00 for subscription to the California Eclectic 
Medical Journal for one year to begin with your next issue. 


THE CONSTITUTIONAL ELEMENT 
Proper appreciation of the importance of the constitutional element in such dental affections 
as pyorthea dlveolaris and gingivitis is responsible for the wide-spread esteem and employment of 


Salvitae is of inestimable service in dental affections of constitutional origin, because it corrects 
those metabolic disturbances which lead to the deposition of salivary and serumal concretions. 
In consequence of its stimulating influence on the excretory channels, the elimination of the 


products of combustion is complete. 


a The remedial action of Salvitae in dental disorders of cosiliitiia’ origin is, of course, 


augmented by the conjunctive employment of a local agent capable of effecting oral prophylaxis. 


Destruction of pathogenic micro-organisms, prevention of fermentative processes, stimulation of 
peridental structures and maintenance of oral prophylaxis is best accomplished by the use of 


SALUGEN 


Salugen is an exceptionally powerful and absolutely harmless antiseptic, deodorant, 
detergent, disinfectant and prophylactic. 
ena AND SAMPLES WILL BE SENT PREPAID, ON RES 


AMERICAN APOTHECARIES COM PANY 


“ASTORIA... GREATER ‘NEW YORK. 
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ECHINACEA IN DIFFUSE SEPTIC PERITONITIS By 
O.C. Welbourn, M.D., Los: Angeles 
Read before the Los Angeles County Eclectic Medical Society . 
The.use-of echinacea in‘septic conditions has been common | ‘ 

practice among the medical.men of the .Eclectic School -for oe 

more than two decades. -More.recently it-has been adopted by 2 

medical men :generally,:regardless of their: previous ‘condition 

of servitude. Its beneficial. effects in any disease with sepsis ' 


as a characteristic is so «marked that many upon it 
altogether ;.considering any-other treatment .as supplementary. 
However, if time and facilities permit, it -is interesting: and : 
sometimes profitable to-determine the specific organism :pres- ; 
ent in.any .piven-case. The principal difficulty :in following 


= 


this method of procedure in septic peritonitis is that the patient 
may be dead before a scientifically accurate ‘diagnosis can be ‘id 
made. In any event, because df the:uniformly rapid progress ‘Se 
of the disease and consequent ‘accelerated ‘increase in the 
mortality rate, the passing hours are exceedingly precious to re t 
the patient. It is of prime importance to:employ an active i ; 
antiseptic agent and to doit at once. To delay is reprehensible +e 
if not. actually malpractice. 

It is necessary, of.course,:to establish: free- ‘drainage with- ae 
out delay, removing, if feasible, the focus of infection ; though i 
bearing constantly in mind that it 1s possible to kill such a ae 
patient by too thorough surgery. Be 

It is necessary to sustain the patient by careful stimula- Pai) 
tion with a carefully.selected remedy or remedies. A 


And it is necessary, also, to see to it that no food or liquid 


or even medicine is put into the stomach, because such treat- | pi 
ment can do no positive good, and may do great harm. Water 4 
in a predetermined quantity may be given per rectum. By ae 
carefully selecting the manner of its administration there is no Ret 
annoyance to the patient, and the necessary amount of fluidis <i 
provided. The above three paragraphs comprise the essentials ae 
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of a proper surgical treatment of septic peritonitis. The rest 
is in the hands of the Lord, unless we go further and adopt a 
form of medication which is specifically antagonistic to the 
organism present. Quite naturally this has been done; in fact, 
is still being done. As soon as the futility of one remedy is 
established, another is offered by the manufacturers. Indeed, 
they usually overlap as regards time, and their names are 
many. To relate my personal experience would be both 
tedious and unprofitable. Suffice it to say that for a matter of 
fifteen years I have been using echinacea with increasing 
confidence. Like all other drugs which have a systemic:action, 
it must first be absorbed into the blood, and this is usually 
accomplished via the stomach. But in diffuse septic peritonitis 
the patient is vomiting and no drug will be absorbed from the 
stomach with any certainty. After some experimentation I 
found echafolta, when well diluted with water, is readily 
absorbed from the rectum. To be sure, it creates an increasing 
irritation, but this rarely becomes acute before four or five 
days, and by that time the patient is either dead or convales- 
cent. More recently Subculoyd Echincaea has been available. 
In my experience it is equally as potent a preparation as 
Echafolta, and the amount of the drug absorbed can be deter- 
mined with great accuracy. The selection between these two 
preparations and consequent methods of administration will 
be determined by factors other than those of their relative 
potency. | 

The size of the dose is the same. I usually arrange my 
directions to the end that the patient receives four fluid 
drachms during the first twenty-four hours, and then gradually 
decrease the dosage. In urgent cases I do not hesitate to give 
double this amount. I have never observed any toxic effect 
in my practice. And, for that matter, in the practice of any 
one else. I believe it to be pre-eminently a safe remedy. 
Furthermore, I believe it to be more efficient as a systemic 
antiseptic than all other remedies combined, a conclusion 
which I have reached after considerable experience and mature 
deliberation. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE 
Henry M. Owens, Esq., San Francisco 


Having laid the proper foundation, we find that it was 
the weakness and fears of the human family that required 
rules and laws to be enacted for their government, and while 
we might enumerate the many volumes in which such laws 
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are'to be found, suffice it to say that we will let each sect deal 
with that which applies to them, and we will at once begin to 

deal with the law to which we shall need most in our profes- 
sional career, that of MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, which 
is properly defined as that branch of the law which depends 7m 
upon the science of Medicine and Surgery and their several ; ce 
branches in order to properly administer justice to all the 


= 


> 


parties concerned in any civil or criminal action. cf 

Bouvier defines it thus: “That science which applies the if 
principles and practices of medicine to the elucidation and i { 
settlement of doubtful questions which arise in courts of law.” yy 


These questions are properly embraced in five different 
classes: 


The first includes questions arising out of the relations 
of sex, as impotence and sterility, hermaphroditism, rape, preg- 


- 
-~ 
= 
| 


nancy, legitimacy and delivery. a 
The second, injuries inflicted upon the living organization, oo 
as infanticide, wounds, poisons, persons found dead. fi 
The third, those arising out of disqualifying diseases, as 8 
the different forms of mental alienation. 4 
The fourth, those arising out of deceptive practice as ae 
feigned diseases. 
The fifth is made up of miscellaneous questions, as age, se 
identity, presumption of survivorship, life assurance and medi- of 
cal evidence, which we treat in their own proper order, and to ha 
which we add: vil 


Sixth, those questions arising out of the relation of doctor 
and patient, as contracts for services, malpractice, diagnosis of 
physician superior to that of patient, time to operate, to. 
quarantine, what medicine to give and when to take same, as 
being left solely to the judgment of the physician; liability for 
negligence in all cases, including charity cases, and duties of 
physician when acting in an official capacity as coroner, health 
officer. 
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In order to thoroughly comprehend what may be expected. 


of the medical man in courts of law, we will analyze the term 
“Medical Jurisprudence” : 

The term “medicine,” it has been held, belongs to the class 
called “Inductive Sciences. ” And the word inductive or induc- 
tion has been defined as “that operation of the mind by which 
we infer that which we know to be true in a particular case or 
cases, will be true in all cases which resemble the former in 
certain assignable respects. In other words, induction is the 
process by which we conclude that what is true of certain 
individuals of a class, is: ‘true of the whole class, or that which 
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is true at certain times will. be true at all times in similar 
circumstances. 

The practice of medicine includes the application and use 
of medicines and drugs and therapeutic agency for the purpose 
of curing, mitigating, or alleviating bodily diseases, while the 
practice of surgery is limited to manual operations usually 
performed by surgical instruments or appliances. And no 
medicine is given or surgival operation is or should be per- 
formed until after a diagnosis of the case shall have been 
made. To do this, the history of the similar cases, as appears 
from the symptoms exhibited by the patient, should be thor- 
oughly understood by the practitioner. 

In this day and age the science of medicine has radically 
changed from the old methods of diagnosis, and by the use of 
blood tests and scientific instruments the practitioner is 
enabled to diagnose with more certainty. | 

We have seen what term “medicine” means according to 
its scientific origin, and we find that the term “jurisprudence” 
is defined as “the science of the law; the practical science of 
giving a wise interpretation to the laws of making a just 
application of them to all cases as they arise.” By “science” is 
understood that connection of truths which is founded on 
principles, either evident in themselves or capable of demon- 
stration, a collection of truths of the same kind, arranged in 
methodical order. 

In the latter sense it is the habit of judging the same 
manner, and by this course of judgments forming precedents. 

It is the ‘knowledge of things divine and human, the 
science of what is right and what is wrong. 

These questions lead us into a short inquiry of what is 


“aw” in the sense as applied to the actions “medico-legal.” 


There is no word in the language which, in its popular and 
technical application, takes a wider or more diversified signifi- 
cation than the word LAW. Its use in both regards is illimit- 
able. But as used in its popular sense and in its common 
acceptation by those for whom laws are made, it may be 
admitted, includes the whole body or system of rules and of 
conduct, including the decisions of courts as well as legiti-. 
mative acts. 

“A rule of civil conduct prescribed by the Supreme power 
in the State Commanding that which is right and prohibiting 
what is wrong. 

In the trial of cases wherein the testimony is of such 
nature to leave in doubt whether a decision should be rendered 
for one or the other, and if such testimony goes to the extent 
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of showing that a person was damaged either in his person or. 
property or in the case of a will, and the question of compe- . 
tency is raised, in either matter, then the physician is called 
in to testify as an “expert,” which is called “medical evidence,” 
and in order to give a fair, impartial and proper answer to any 
question it is necessary that the physician should be well 
informed of the history of the case by framing the question so 
as to cover all of the testimony which has been given to the 
jury or the Court, as the case may be; then from this the 
physician as such expert is to draw his own conclusions as to 
whether or not, in his opinion, the party was sane; for exam- 
_ ple, in'a given case, the proper question to be put a professional 
witness would be as follows: “You have been present and 
heard all of the witnesses testify in this case (or you have read 
all of the testimony heretofore given in this case), and from 
the symptoms, conditions and indications testified to by the 
other witnesses, will you state whether or not, in your opinion, 
the party was sane?” 

The answer should be: “In my opinion the party was 
either sane or insane,” as the case might be, or the physician 
may say that he would rather know more of his past history 
and his family history, and require such testimony to be pro- 
duced before he could give a positive answer, and when 
answered, the next question would naturally be, if insane: 
“What is the nature and character of the rats and what 
state did they indicate and what would you expect the conduct 

of the party would be under such circumstances?” 

| The witness must bear in mind that he is now, for the 
purpose of giving his answers, acting as the judge and jury of 
all the testimony given in the case up to this point, and he 
should weigh it exceedingly carefully. He should be impartial 
and should have coached himself up on the subject; should 
have gone over the matter minutely, the day before, with the 
attorney who will ask the questions, and all of the questions 
should have been framed with the assistance of the physician, 
for be it known that no man can be fully prepared to answer 
all or any questions from a medical standpoint that an attorney 
not familiar with the subject of medicine might ask, and the 
examination would have a tendency to make both the witness 
and the attorney look like fools. All opinions must be based 
on the testimony given, and not on outside matters. : 

To be able to do this, the doctor must be familiar with 
the rules of evidence and of law, and the lawyer should be 
familiar with the science of medicine and surgery, at least in 
a primary degree. 
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With these-objects in view, it is our purpose to point out 
the law. from. the standpoint of the lawyer. and what will be 
expected of. the physician from the law’s point of view, and in 
order. to understand the subject properly, we will take up the 
ie in the following order. 


Questions arising out of relation of sex, for the reason 
that, i it-were: not for sex, man and woman would not be, and 
law would be a useless waste of intellect. Therefore, sex and 
sexual relations are the beginning of man's troubles. 

2. Injuries. 
: Dtsqualtfying diseases. 
ptive practices and feigned diseases. 
Age, identity, life insurance. 
Medical evidence, criminal and crvil law: 
Law relating to physician and patient. 
Coroner and his duties, and hability in his official 
capublinn health officer, his duties and: liabilities. 
9. Dentistry. 
10. Pharmacy. 


ON 


Sex 

Sex is the physical difference between male and female: in 
animals. In the human species the male is called man and the 
female woman: Some human beings whose sexual organs are 


somewhat imperfect have acquired the name of hermaphrodite. 


The questions arising out of the relation of'sex are many 
and varied and all are more or less closely related to the law 
and medicine combined, for the reason, among others, “sexual 
relation” is a spectal case of natural selection, depending on a 
competition between rival males in which a premium is set 
on those qualities which favor their possessors in securing 
mates. Darwin says: “It has been shown that the largest 
number of vigorous offspring will be reared from the pairing 
of the strongest and best formed males with the most vigorous 
and best nourished females,” in animals, which is no doubt the 


history in all such cases of the human species, as will be 


noticed by the casual layman observer. 

In the animal world it is the males that possess the beauty 
qualifications, but with the human species it is the females 
that are the charmers; hence a healthy female and a healthy 
male should produce healthy and beautiful children, and in 
such case the question of legitimacy is involved. 

SEXUALITY is the most powerful factor in individual 
social existence; the strongest incentive to the exertion of 
strength and acquisition of property, to the foundation of a 


home, and the awakening of altruistic feelings, first for a 
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person of the opposite sex, then for the offspring; in a wider 
sense, for all humanity. 


Though the sexual life leads to the highest virtues, even 


to the sacrifice of the individuality of every other quality of 
the person, yet in its sensual force lies also the danger that 
it may degenerate into powerful passions and develop the 
grossest vices and lay the foundation for the commitment of 
the greatest crimes. 

It is questionable whether, in the course of the later 
centuries, mankind has advanced morally. It is certain, how- 
ever, that the race has become more modest, and this phe- 
nomenon of civilization—the hiding of the animal propensities 
is, at least, a concession that vice makes to crime. In the slow 
and often imperceptible progress which human morality makes 
there are variations or fluctuations, just as in the individual 
sexuality there is manifest an ebb and flow. 

Periods of moral decadence can only, in the life of a 
people, be contemporaneous with times of effeminacy, sensu- 
ality and luxury. These conditions are always conceived as 
occurring with increased demands upon the nervous system, 
which must meet these requirements. As a result of increase 
of nervousness there is increase of sexuality, and since this 
leads to excesses among the masses, it undermines the founda- 
tion of society, the morality, virtue and purity of domestic 
life. 

When this is destroyed, then the state is inevitably encom- 
passed in material, moral and political ruin, such, for example, 


as are set forth in the past history of Rome, Greece, and in 


France under Louis the 14th and 15th. In such times of 
political and moral destruction, monstrous perversions of the 


sexual life were frequent, which, however, may in part be 


referred to as being the psycho or, at least, the neuro-pathol- 


ogical conditions existing in the masses at the time. History 


is replete with facts showing that large cities are the breeding 
places of nervousness and sexual degeneracy. Therefore, the 
study of the sex and sexual life must begin at birth and follow 
through its different phases until the extinction of: sexual 
feelings. | 
Admiration for the opposite sex at times in certain indi- 
viduals expresses itself in acts of heroism and daring, but is 
in danger under certain circumstances of becoming criminal 
if moral principles are weak; it sometimes leads to suicide 
among the weak and homicide among the strong. 7 
From the fact that man by nature plays the aggressive 


role in sexual life, he is in danger of overstepping the limits 
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‘which -morality and, law have set, therefore society, morality 
and law have ordained that, to prevent:the indiscrimimate 
sexual ..relations :of;the human ‘family, only .one legitimate 
«method.is countenanced among civilized. nations, the marriage 
contract, which is.a.binding social. obligation, and the. law has 
very wisely thrown.a. cloak .around this contract, forbidding 
persons .under..certain:ages, color, relations.and phy sical .and 
mental conditions from entering into this.greatest.of-all. con- 
tracts,.and -it .is.hoped.that the ahen. no man 
or .woman..shall.be competent to .marry.until they. both.shall 
have first :been..carefully examined ‘by competent physicians 
and .pronounced from .any mental :or physical ..disease. 
Then, .and: not .until then, will: the -world -see.a. healthy ;race 
endowing the .earth .with .an ideal ,progeny. : 


‘There can be no absolute table fixedwhen: sevual 
begins or when it-ceases. The durations: vary, both in:indi- 
viduals andianaraces. Race,:climate, heredity :zandosocial cir- 
cumstances:have a very decided: influenceoupon it. 

Sexual developments in the ithabitants of'tropical climes 
take place much earlier than in colder’*¢chmates,-sometimes ‘as 
early.as the eighth year to'the “The 
girl raised in’ the city’ will develop about one:-year ‘sooner than 
her ‘country <cousin. 

In» woman, ithe ‘time of the «activity of ‘the -reproductive 
glands is shorter than in men (in whom the sexual function 
may dast untila: great age). “Ovulation -ceases about ‘thirty 
years ‘after puberty in the great majority of women, but’there 
have been cases where the time exceeded forty-five years, and 
it isvery important for the ‘practitioner to'bear this in mind 
when :called ‘upon to give his opinion as to whether or not a 
woman could give birth to a child at ‘such a remote period. 

Abnormality of: the .sexual functions proves ‘to be espe- 
cially frequent in civilized races. This ‘fact is-partly explained 
by the frequent abuse of ‘the sexual organs and ‘in part by such 
evidences that such functional anomalies-are often ‘the indica- 
tion of an.abnormal constitutionof the central nervous ‘system, 
which is for the most part ‘hereditary, and in some cases 
acquired through evil associations and the vice of alcoholic 
intoxicants:and drugs, which -affects the sexual nerve ‘centers 
and ‘thereby causes the patient to suffer many ills arising 
reflexly -from ‘peripheral sensory irritants, such as gonorrhoea 
in-its different forms, paralysis from. destruction of the center 
of the nerve tracts in diseases of the spinal cord, thereby fur- 
nishing the foundation for the seat of a more serious affection, 
locomotor ataxia, the most dreaded ‘ofall nervous diseases. 
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Thus we find men who are unable to perform the sexual 
relations with their virtuous wives for lack of a necessary 
stimulus, but it does occur when the act is attempted with 
other women, even prostitutes, or in the form of some unnat- 
ural sexual act, and there are other men who become function- 
ally incapable as the result of cerebral disturbances by reason 
of disgust, fear of contagion, or fear of being Hiapaniiat: 


This is explained in many ways, as being the result of 
sexual abuses, masturbation, phimosis, balanitis, gonorrhoea 
or malformation of the sexual organs. In the latter class it 
is next to impossible for the expert to forecast in what manner 
the patient will act toward the opposite sex, therefore in nearly 
all cases dementia in some form, be it ever so slight, is the 
goal toward which the patient unconsciously travels. 

The annals of legal medicine are replete with cases whose 
origin date back from the early training of the moral life of 
the defendants charged with the many crimes closely related 
and connected with the sexual relations, and in many cases 
homicide, infanticide and suicide are the results of sexual 
degeneration. Hence it is absolutely necessary for the expert 
physician to learn the history of the sexual life of the defend- 
ant charged with crime before he can with any degree of 
certainty testify as to how the crime was committed or the 
cause which led to its commisison. 

There have been many cases which prove the fact that 
lust and cruelty frequently occur together in sexual natures, 
and even murder committed by strangulation or with a sharp 
instrument. The most horrible example is the case of Andreas 


Bichel, which Feuerbach published in “Altenmassige Darstel- 


lung Merkutudiger Verbrechen,” with reference to one of his 
victims. At his examination he expressed himself as follows: 
“TI opened her breast, and with a knife cut through the fleshy 
parts of the body; then I arranged the body as a butcher does 
a beef, and hacked it with an ax into pieces the size to fit a 
hole which I had prepared up in the mountain for burying it. 
I may say that, while opening the body, I was so greedy that 
I trembled, and could have cut out a piece and eaten it.” 
Another case, following in the same category, reported 
by Lombrose: “A certain Phillpe indulged in choking prosti- 
tutes, post-actum, and said: “I am fond of women, but it is 
sport for me to choke them after enjoying them.” He also 
reports the case of a certain Grassi, who was one night seized 


with sexual desire for a relative. Irritated by her remon- | 


strances, he stabbed her several times in the abdomen with a 
knife, and also stabbed ‘her father and uncle, who attempted 
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to hold him back He then murdered his own father and 


slaughtered several oxen in the stable. 

It cannot be doubted from what has gone before that a 
great number of so-called lust murders are properly chargeable 
to a combination of hyperaesthesia and paraesthesia sevualis. 
As a result of this perverse coloring of the feelings, further 
acts of bestiality with the body may result, i.e., cutting it up 
and wallowing in the intestines. The case of Bichel points to 
this possibility. 

A modern example is that of Menesclou, who was exam- 
ined by Lasegus, Brouardel and Motet and declared to be 
mentally and sound and executed. In this case a four-year-old 
girl was missing from her parents’ home on April 15, 1880. On 
April 16th, Menesclou, one of the occupants of the house, was 
arrested. The forearm of the child was found in his pocket, 
and the head and entrails in a half burned condition were taken 
from the stove. Parts of the body were found in the water 
closet. The genitals could not be found. Menesclou, when 
asked about their whereabouts, became embarrassed. The cir- 
cumstanles as well as an obscene poem found on his person, 


left no doubt that he had. violated the child and then murdered 


her. Menesclou expressed no remorse, asserting that his deed 


was an accident. His intelligence appeared somewhat limited. 


He presented no anatomical signs of degeneracy and was 
somewhat deaf and scrofulous. 


OPERATING ROOM IN A PRINCESS’ BOUDOIR 


In the sixty-bed hospital which the American Red Cross 
has equipped and put in operation in the former palace of 
Prince Mirko in Podgoritza, Montenegro, the operating room 
is the former princess’ boudoir. The anaethetist’s seat is a 
carved mahogany piano stool from the Prince’s music room, 
and the instrument case is the Prince’s armoire. Two tables 
for dressings were made of packing boxes, scrubbed but un- 
painted, and the instrument stand is a rosewood wall table. 
Water heater and waste box are made of petrol tins, and when 
operations are performed at night an ordinary kerosene lamp 
furnishes the only light. 

A few months ago there were neither doctors nor hos- 
pitals in Podgoritza. When the Red Cross came there, it 
found that the only liveable house was the former palace of 
Prince Mirko, son of the ex-King Nicholas. It had been 
closed for several years, still partly furnished. By applying 
to the Serbian government the Red Cross got permission to 
use it for a hospital. Iron cots without springs, left behind 
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_ by the Austrian army, were the only beds obtainable. Bed- 


side tables were made of ordinary packing boxes which had 
once contained supplies shipped from Red Cross warehouses. 
Although the house had been a prince’s palace, there 
was no plumbing. Five-gallon gasoline cans were converted 
into tanks which supplied the makeshift bathroom. Ten wo- 
men were employed filling these tanks until a primitive sort 
of piping could be put in. The water is now pumped by hand 
from the river. 

_ The conservatory, looking out on the rose garden, was 
made mto a tuberculosis ward. Springless iron beds and 
packing boxes furnished it. In warm weather, all who are 
not bed patients sit out in the sunshine of the garden in 
steamer chairs contrived from packing box wood and sacking. 
“We had the palace,’ says Miss Lena Johnson, head nurse. 
“The rest we had to invent. But it works. That’s all we 
care.” The hospital will operate through the winter. 
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SPOILED FOOD 


The present era might rightfully be called the “era of 
preserved foods.” We are no longer satisfied to have each 
article of food at the time of its maturity, notwithstanding at 
that time it is of the very best quality. To meet the demands 
of the public, the normal season of each variety must be 
extended, particularly to force it on the market at an earlier 
date than permits of its being a prime article of diet. Further- 
more, still being unsatisfied, we preserve the most of our foods 
to the end that they may be had any day of the year. And if 
the demand does not equal the supply, the cold storage man 
does not hesitate to carry a stock of food products from year 
to year—a fact not generally known by the public. For 
instance, in the recent cases of botulinus poisoning from eating 
poisoned olives, it has been shown these olives had been 
packed for more than five years, and notwithstanding the 
fact that the pack had been rejected, repeated efforts had been 
made to dispose of this stock to an unsuspecting public. We 
have not heard of any effort being made by the government 
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authorities to punish the culpable parties, and we therefore 
assume that there is no statute which fits the case. It seems 
to the writer that, in the interest of the public, the offering for 
sale of any food which is more than one year old should be 
prohibited by law, unless the date of cold storage or packing 
be plainly stamped on each individual parcel. Such a proce- 
dure would give the purchaser very valuable information con- 
cerning his product and a reasonable chance to protect himself. 
To be sure, preserved or canned foods may spoil and become 
unfit for consumption inside of one year; in fact, even within 
a few days, if our recollections of youth are reliable evidence ; 
but this is no argument against safeguarding our food supply 
in at least a measurable degree. Any food product, even hay 
and corn, may spoil and become unfit for food. Such foods 
are not normal in appearance, taste or odor, and should not be 
used. It does not necessarily follow that a food which has 
spoiled has also become a poison; in fact, it rarely has done so; 
but it is hazardous to consume such food. Nevertheless, all of 
us, from time to time, consume food which has spoiled, but 
as nothing happens, we grow careless. Eventually we partake 
of one which is poisonous as well as spoiled, and we have a 
case of ptomaine. Such cases have become more common in 
recent years, due, in our belief, to the increased use of pre- 
served foods. However, preserved foods have come to stay, 
and all that w can do is to keep off the market those food 


products which by decomposition have become actually 
harmful. 


FITS AND FALLACIES 
Russell G, MacRobert, M.B. (Tor.) 


Associate Physician, Neurological Institute, New York 


In the recent mobilization of the American Army, the 
number of rejections solely for nervous and mental disease 
rose early in places to 5 per cent of the total number. Of the 
first 13,481 of such rejections, 12.8 per cent were for epilepsy. 
A simple calculation based on these figures puts the incidence 
of epilepsy among the young men examined at one in 150. 
Such incidence seems an exaggeration of the frequency of 
epilepsy 1 in our population, but most similar rough indications 
point to a frequency sufficient to establish a more pressing 
claim on general medical attention. 

Certainly great numbers of epileptics come to the Neurol- 
ogical Institute from far and near. Three hundred and eighty- 


* 


- 


— 


2 


& 


we 


- < 
wa 


- 


om | 


pts: 

= 


a 


* 


- * 


<> 


~ 


= 


# 
4 
P 
d 
‘ 


é 


il 

1) 


if 
if 


o- 
- - - 


110 CALIPORNIA pmemaaiaes MEDICAL JOURNAL 


eight new patients were added to our lists last year. There 
is a great variety of conceptions among them regarding their 
ailment, many of which are quite ridiculous. These concep- 
tions correspond in. some measure to past treatment, which 
varies all the way from the merely futile and ineffective to 
the positively haehadal and dangerous. Epileptics are dieted, 
purged, disinfected, analyzed, circumcised and _ sterilized; 
women are deprived of their pelvic apparatus; bowels are 
taken away, heads broken into—every conceivable sort of 
activity is being indulged in and advocated for. the cure of 
epilepsy. 

This does not so much impute discredit to the phiveician 
in charge, whose attitude toward these patients is practically 
always one of sympathy and sincere well meaning, as it does 
reflect the confusion of ideas on the subject with which the 
medical press of the day abounds. Every one writes about 
epilepsy, and each explains it according to his light; and as it 
is possible for a man to be wrong in his main argument and 
yet deliver fifty truths in arriving at a false conclusion, 
unsound reasoning and invalid argumentation accordingly 
spread apace. So today there is a veritable chaos of conflicting 
views regarding the. cause and treatment of epilepsy, but it 
can be easily shown that a fallacy forms the basis for most of 
the unique current cures. 

This paper is an attempt, by a brief of some 
of the more popular misconceptions, to clear up somewhat 
the confusion concerning the very interesting but much abused 
problem of convulsions which must surround the general 
practitioner under whose care most epileptics are, excepting 
those in the big cities. 


Head Surgery 


Whether from a real belief in the efficacy of the procedure, 
or whether merely from a feeling of helibeaenans combined 
with a desire to ‘ed something, there has been in the past much 
ill-advised and mdiscriminate surgery performed on the heads 
of epileptics. Such operations are performed chiefly in an 
effort to remove a source of irritation. This implies a likeli- 
hood of finding in epileptics some gross lesion, and.a possi- 
bility of eradicating it when found. A consideration of the 
charaeter and frequency of gross brain lesions found in the 
brains of epileptics is pertinent. 

In 845 necropsies at Craig Colony on the brains of epi- 
leptics, gross lesions are reported present in 60 per cent. In 
the 205 necropsies at the Monson State Hospital for epileptics, 
the percentage is almost the same—61.5 per cent. 
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To indicate the character of the lesions encountered, and 
included in these percentages, a list of the 1919 series of 
necropsies at Craig Colony is shown in the accompanying 
tabulation. It is a fact worth remarking that forty out of 
every 100 epileptics show no gross deviation from the normal 
even when gone over in the comprehensive manner that the 
table indicates. However, to accept even these figures as an 
indication of the prevalence of gross brain lesions among the 
great mass of sane and unconfirmed epileptics is for several 
reasons a great error. 


Gross Changes at Necropsy in Seventy-six Cases of Epilepsy * 


_ Hydrops of the subarachnoid space...... 
Cornu ammonis sclerosis ........... 
Dilated ventricles ...... 


Flattening of the convolutions.......... 


Tuberculosis meningitis ................ 


WH AHP HPWHUNNOOO OO 


In institutions of this kind, the disorder is seen in the 
severest form and in the worst type of individual. For 
instance, 128,725 convulsions were reported to have occurred 
at Craig Colony among the 1/00 epileptics treated there in 
the year ending June 30, 1917. This indicates for each patient 
an average of seventy-five. The records of the Monson State 
Hospital for Epileptics show that 90 per cent of the necropsies 
were on the victims of mental disorder. In fact, all but one 


* From the twenty-fifth report of Craig Colony for Epileptics, 1919, 
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of the: brains in their series of 116 reported abnormal were 
from patients that were feeble-minded or demented. 

Of course, these institutions do not assert that these gross 
lesions are the cause of the disorder. As to their significance, 
the statement is made, in a study of this point from the 
Monson State Hospital, that “like the manifestations of the 
disease itself, the lesions are often of a spectacular character, 
yet it is most difficult to state whether these lesions are the 
the cause or the effect of the convulsions, or whether they are 
in any way correlatable with epilepsy.” 


In this connection it might also be added, regarding the 
significance .of gross lesions to the cause of epilepsy, that, in 
the recent review of a large series of brain tumor cases at the 
Neurological Institute, fifty-two out of fifty-three never exhib- 
ited generalized eateititorm convulsions at any time during 
the course of the disease. 

However, without further discussion as to wikaiher the 
lesions tabulated bear any causative significance so far as the 
occurrence of convulsions is concerned, let us view the list of 
lesions included here, merely from the standpoint of a surgeon 
hoping to cure epilepsy by operation on the head. It is 
apparent immediately why observers at Craig Colony, despite 
the great number of gross lesions that they have enumerated, 
have been impressed by the fact that it is rare to find at 
necropsy a lesion which might have been benefited by opera- 
tion during life. Not only this, but necropsies there on patients 
operated on during life showed almost constantly postopera- 
tive adhesions of the meninges to bone or cortex. Surgeons 
who propose operating on the heads of epileptics might do well 
to read Munson’s’ paper on this point. 

The fallacy of operating on the heads of epileptics, there- 
fore, in an effort to find and remove some suspected focus of 
irritation, is demonstrated. by these few points concerning 
gross brain lesions, which-may be thus summarized: 1. It 
is an error to assume that gross brain lesions exist in or about 
the brain in the average unconfined epileptic in any percentage 
of cases approximating that given out by institutions for the 
epileptic, such as Craig Colony and the Monson Staté Hospital. 
2. It is not proved or even intimated that the gross brain 
lesions enumerated i nthe statistics of these institutions are 
primary causes of the disorder. 3. The character of the gross 
brain lesions described precludes practically always the possi- 
bility of successful operative interference. _ 4, Necropsies on 


1 Munson, J. F.: End-Results of Head Surgery in Epilepsy, New York State 
J. M. 12:638, 1912. 
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patients operated on showed almost constantly postoperative 
adhesions. 5. The results of operation, to say the least, are 
unsatisfactory. 

Brain Tumor 


Some operations are undertaken, too, on epileptics in thie 
belief that a series of abortive or localized attacks must surely 
be caused by a tumor or other gross disease of the motor 
cortex. Apropos of this point there are two facts concerning 
epilepsy which, if more generally appreciated, would save 
many epileptics from a useless operation on the head: 1. The 
incomplete or abortive seizures which occur irregularly in the 
intervals between the major attacks of epilepsy are the com- 
plete seizures reduced to their initial symptoms. 2. However 
diversified these attacks may be, they are always or nearly 
always similar in the same subject. 


Repeated incomplete convulsions, therefore, since they 
always affect the same limb, appear almost compellingly sug- 
gestive of circumscribed disease of the motor cortex in the 
area which represents this limb. This is especially true when 
paralysis supervenes from temporary exhaustion of the cortical 
elements by frequent attacks. 

A patient presenting these conditions came to the Neu- 
rological Institute October 1, 1919. The localized attacks were 
so frequent and severe that a motor paralysis of the right hand 
and forearm occurred, accompanied by a complete loss of joint 
sensation at the wrist and at all joints below. Although he 
did not have general signs of brain tumor, he had. been in 


imminent danger of operation on account of the persuasive . 


evidence of the paralysis. Simple sedative treatment was com- 
‘menced on the day the number of attacks had mounted to 
fifty-four (his worst day); and it decreased the number of 
convulsions at once. A week later they were arrested com- 
pletely. The paralyzed hand then recovered slowly but en- 
tirely, so that two weeks after the convulsions had ceased, even 
the dexterity of the fingers in the formerly paralyzed hand 
equaled that of the unaffected hand. 

This phenomenon occurred in a case of ordinary epilepsy 
which had got rather out of hand just before coming to the 
institute. Ten grains of sodium bromid, three times a day, 
with attention to some other details, has completely controlled 
all attacks to this date. 


Localized attacks are not infrequent in the course of 
ordinary epilepsy. In the absence of the well-known signs of 
brain tumor, a history of having had generalized epileptiform 
convulsions determines the case to be in all probability one of 
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ordinary epilepsy; for, whereas a generalized epileptiform 
attack may occur as an early sign of brain tumor, it has been 
shown recently by the study of a large series of cases at the 
Neurological Institute that this happens only — once in 
every fifty-three cases. 

It must be remembered that a loss of consciousness may 
occasionally precede, accompany or follow some one of the 
strictly one-sided attacks, being caused by a brain tumor in the 
region of the motor cortex. If the limbs on the other side of 
the body do not also become convulsed, mere loss of conscious- 


-ness does not make the attack a general convulsion, and it is 
very important that it be differentiated from one because a 


localized attack with loss of consciousness has the same signifi- 
cance and localizing values as one in which consciousness is 


preserved. 


Head Injury 


There is a more or less prevalent opinion that epilepsy is 
one of the likely outcomes of injury to the head. Statistics 
prove that this has no basis in fact. In the Franco-Prussian 
War, as a result of 8985 non-fatal head injuries, only forty-six 
cases of epilepsy developed; that is, about one in 200, or 
perhaps a little more frequently than it occurs in the civil 

population. 

‘This might be considered a suggestion that generalized 
convulsions will be instituted by head injury only in that indi- 
vidual whose unstable nervous system predisposes him to 
convulsions. Perhaps such a report would read more signifi- 
cantly if put thus: Of 8985 persons receiving non-fatal head 
injuries, forty-six proved to be persons possessing a more or 


less generalized instability, as a tendency to recurrent convul- 
sions became manifest in them. 


The Gastro-Intestinal Tract 


So much emphasis has been placed on abnormalities of 
the gastro-intestinal tract, and the relation of the superim- 
posed condition of chronic intestinal stasis to convulsive seiz- 
ures, that as one writer humorously says, it has almost ap- 
peared necessary to assume that every constipated person is a 
potential epileptic. The fact remains, however, that most 
constipated persons are not, and the absurdity of such an idea 
should become manifest on its mere statement. 

However, not long ago a theory, with gastro-intestinal 
abnormalities as its basis, was evolved to explain epilepsy. 


Elaborate and unique details of the mechanism of a convulsion 


were described in the light of this theory. The cure advocated 


it 
+ 
| 
‘Bil 
Al 
| 
tt nit 
ine! 
thy 
i 
tit 
| 
{ | 
vit th . 
Ay 
Ber 
‘ bb 
py 
a thine 
4, 
TUE 
if 
at 
Tt 
if 
| 
Fay 
pif 
ii 
af 


CALIFORNIA ECLECTIC MEDICAL JOURNAL 115 


was a drastic surgical operation—a removal of the large bowel. 
As might be expected, very ungratifying results, to say the 
least, followed in the wake of an all too widespread trial of this 
treatment. The facts on which the cure was advocated were 
found later to be incorrect, and the whole explanation tumbled 
and was withdrawn by its exponent. 


However, the end of it is not yet. For some reason the 
operation continues in sporadic popularity. This is not because 
anybody now believes in the existence of the particular organ- 
ism described, pictured and purported to be the germ of 
epilepsy. It cannot be because any one still believes that 
bands, adhesions, etc., in the bowel cause absorption of bac- 
teria into the blood stream. The persistence of the treatment 
probably has no better nor other excuse than that all too 
common fallacy, the belief that any accompanying physiologic 
irregularity in an epileptic must surely be the cause of the 
convulsions. And as there were published, with the series of 
articles advocating this operation for epileptics, numerous and 
impressive roentgenograms of the intestine in various states of 
stasis and abnormality, I think that perhaps a lingering mem- 
ory of these must be exercising an unconscious influence on 
_the therapeutics of the disorder. 

Because it is a highly dangerous procedure and its results 
so futile, it seems worth while to give a moment’s further 
consideration to the basic premise on which the support of 
such treatment must necessarily depend. 

Are gastro-intestinal abnormalities present in epilepsy ? 
In order to study this question, the Monson State Hospital for 
Epileptics reviewed the protocols of its 280 necropsies on 
epileptics. Intestinal adhesions and peritoneal bands were 
present in 17.8 per cent of the cases. By the same process 
with 775 necropsies at the Boston City Hospital, 18.3 per cent, 
a slightly larger percentage, was arrived at for non-epileptics! 
When each portion of the gastro-intestinal tract was compared 
separately. this relative sameness was found to apply through- 
out. 

_ The treatment is a product of fallacious reasoning from 
erroneous premises, and it becomes obvious that convulsions 
are no indication for surgical exploits on the bowel. Such 


cures for epilepsy deserve nothing but the severest con- 
demnation. 


The Psychogenic Theory ’ 
The psychogenic theory for epilepsy came into being 


about five years ago, when the bubble, it seems to me, of © 
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freudian analysis, on which it was based, was blown to its 
fullest. 


Some diffidence in making a post-mortem statement re- 
garding a theory might be expected from one who for a time 
gave it some credence. But any details concerning it seem 
unnecessary when it is considered that there must be few who 
believe that a convulsion is a direct and purposeful attempt of 
the mind to supplant the pain of an unpleasant reality, with 
what pleasure might be anticipated, from a rg eased and 
imaginary resumption of pre-natal existence. 


There may be, however, many who believe that in a more 
general way psychic influences, such as fright, grief and worry, 
are potent causes of epilepsy. Here we must differentiate 
between a primary direct cause and a mere inciting factor of 


the first attack in predisposed persons. Gowers, who wrote 


years ago that “as a direct excitant of the first attack intense 
sudden alarm takes the first place,’ also made it clear that he 
considered such excitant but the spark that lights up the fit 
phenomenon in a person in whom there already exists a more 
or less generalized cortical instability. That apart from the 
view intimated by this statement, mind or emotion even in a 


more general way as expressed by fright, grief or worry, can 


be ever considered a primary causative factor of epilepsy, is 
put in question by the overwhelming contrary evidence sup- 
plied by the late war, which proved a great laboratory for the 
testing of such ideas as this, for in the war all. disturbing 
psychic influences were present in tremendous force. Epi- 
lepsy, however, did not often occur. In fact, it was actually 
rare at the front in the American Army from which recruiting 
officers had previously excluded with _ diligence all men 
having a history of convulsions. 

When the great frequency of the war neuroses is thought 
of, in comparison to the relative infrequency of war-evoked 
epilepsy, psychic shock and strain pale into insignificance as a 
cause for convulsions in a normal person. 

Psychotherapeutic treatment, no matter of what kind, 
proves by itself absolutely ineffectual as a cure for epilepsy. 
Any such plan of treatment, if it at the same time denies the 
unstable epileptic cortex the benefit that certain remedies have | 
been proved to bestow, is wrong, and in my opinion negligent. 


The Pituitary Gland 


The pituitary gland possesses a strange proclivity to evoke 
suspicion toward itself as being the source of uncomprehended 
ailments. Although already much maligned, this is probably 
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the only reason for its first becoming accused of having to do 


with epilepsy. Pituitary extract as a remedy for epilepsy 


seems thus to have originated on a basis of pure empiricism, 
although a few feeble facts have been marshaled in its support. 


Chief of these is that an abnormality in the sella turcica 
is found by the roentgen ray in an occasional epileptic. It is 
hardly necessary to say that misinterpretations and fallacies 


are responsible for many of the reports of deformed, closed 
and small sella turcicas. 


Then it must be remeiabared that abnormality in size of 
the sella turcica by no means implies abnormality in the size 
of the pituitary gland or abnormality in its functioning. 


Could the pituitary gland be proved enlarged or under- 


sized in epileptics there would be more excuse for the effort 
to link up pituitary dysfunction with the cause of epilepsy. 
However, statistics show that abnormality in size of the 
pituitary gland occurs but rarely in an epileptic. In the last 
two years 203 brains of epileptics were examined at Craig 
Colony, and in only five could the pituitary gland be considered 
either larger or smaller than normal. Then, too, there are 
certain well marked clinical syndromes which occur in dys- 
function and disease of the pituitary gland. Convulsions bite 
never been mentioned as a part of these syndromes. In a 
recent review of 160 brain tumor cases at Neurological Insti- 
tute there were eighteen in which the tumor definitely involved 
the pituitary gland. In not one of these cases did convulsive 
phenomena of any kind occur. 

Nevertheless, pituitary extract for epilepsy has ardent 
advocates. Not long ago one of these advocates? presented 
good evidence of its comparative futility, even in epileptics 
considered to be showing definite indications of pituitary dis- 
order, although unintentionally, as the paper was written in a 


laudatory endeavor. The study is based on 200 cases of 


epilepsy, all but twenty-eight of which are at once excluded 
as not being suitable for the treatment. Its uselessness is 
thereby at once exclaimed for 86 per cent of all epileptics! 
Pituitary gland was fed to the remainder, and as most of these 
had been taking bromid previously, “this was allowed to be 
continued.” The cures at the author’s own rating are four. 
For the series this would mean one in fifty; for the elected 
twenty-eight considered to have pituitary disorder, one in 
seven. The latter result is about half as good with bromid 
and pituitary extract as one would expect to obtain with small 


B. R.: Role of Gland in Epileps. Arch. Neurol, & Psychiat. 
2:192 (Aug.) 1919. 
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doses of bromid alone, according to such well-known statis- 


‘tical tables as that published by Aldren Turner, whose patients 


completely cured with small doses of bromid alone were 23.5 
per cent, or almost one in four. 

And yet such reports as the one considered here, to the 
mere glance of the hurried reader, often seem impressive, and 
it is not unlikely that this one alone greatly increased the 
consumption of ‘pituitary extract. 


Alcohol 


Recently it has been authoritatively stated that alcohol as 
an etiologic factor in the production of insanity has been 
overrated. There is no doubt of this being true as regards 
epilepsy. Of course, pathologic alcoholism in the ancestors of 
epileptics is common. But, like a history of insanity, it is 
chiefly important merely as evidence that in these ancestors a 
neuropathic defect existed. That is, alcoholism is a sign of 
something, but by no means necessarily a cause for anything 
When an estimation of the proper relation of alcohol to 
epilepsy is involved, this difference must be appreciated. 


For instance, Dejerine asserts that in France one-half of 
the cases of epilepsy among children are due to alcoholic 
parents. Now, whereas the defect in the nervous system of 
the parents is perhaps unquestionably responsible for the 
defect in the nervous system of the child, an assumption that 


to the alcohol imbibed by the parents is due the epilepsy in 


the child is far from justified. Alcohol cannot be considered to 
father epilepsy merely because a man addicted to alcohol 
fathers a child addicted to convulsions. Such is very obviously 
a fallacious deduction. However, it is possible that excessive 
alcoholism in a pregnant woman may interfere with the proper 


development of the nervous system of the embryo, and so in 
‘some instances epilepsy may seem quite properly attributable 


to alcohol. But otherwise, alcoholism as a direct primary 
cause of epilepsy has not been proved. There are many who 
consider that as such it has been misapprehended. They 
believe the so-called rum-fits to be indicative merely of a 
dormant epilepsy. Indeed, when we compare the frequency 
of acut alcoholism with the infrequency of rum-fits, this view 
does seem plausible. : 

A study of the relation of alcohol to convulsions was 
undertaken at the Monson State Hospital for Epileptics. As 
a result of this study, the statement was made that “in a 
perfectly stable and well adjusted nervous system, alcohol 
per se is not sufficient to produce convulsions.” 
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It is not my intention to underestimate the importance of 
alcoholism in the parents as an evidence of neuropathic stock, 
or to underestimate the importance of alcoholic intoxication 
as an irritant to sensitively balanced nervous systems, or to 
disregard the effect of alcoholic poisoning on the nervous 


_ system of the developing embryo. It is my object merely to 


call attention to the fallacy of assuming that because an 
epileptic drinks, or his parents drank, such facts make sufficient 
evidence for generations concerning the cause of epilepsy. 


Eyestrain 


Eyestrain may hardly seem worth mentioning, but it is 
believed by some to be the cause of epilepsy. Indeed, the 
epileptic eye has been spoken of. 


At the Monson State Hospital for Epileptics, “Eyes are 
marked by no distinguishing feature.” Hodskins and Moore 
obtain no positive findings. In fact, evidence was produced 


to prove that eyestrain was not of any importance as a peneey 
etiologic factor 1 in epilepsy. 


Conclusion | 


Perhaps the best and most practical view for the general 
practitioner to adopt is that epilepsy means a tendency to 


recurrent convulsions; that such a tendency implies a more or 


less generalized cortical instability, and that epilepsy is there- 
fore not properly due to any cause outside the brain. 


Then, too, it is not an incurable disorder. In fact, treat- 
ment in accord with the view just mentioned has for years 
proved more or less effectual when well carried out. For 
instance, William Aldren Turner of the National Hospital for 
the Paralyzed and Epileptic in London, an indisputably emi- 
nent authority on this subject, gave some figures in 1910 which 


- might be considered accurate proof of this. He published 


statistics of a large series of cases, many observed for as long 
as twenty-two years, in which small doses of bromid alone 
had cured entirely 23.5 per cent, or about one epileptic in every 
four, and greatly benefited another 50 per cent. 


At the Neurological Institute we find that seectitate all 
epileptics of the class who live at home and are able to visit 
the hospital derive great benefit from treatment. A cerebral 
sedative is used almost always, and this is combined with 
what other remedies or treatment as study of their psychologic 


processes and particular difficulties suggests—J. A. M. A. 


3 Hodskin and Moore: The Relation of Eyestrain to Epilepsy, J. Ophth. & 
Oto-Laryngol. © 2:169-175, 1908. 
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SOCIETY CALENDAR 

tH National Eclectic Medical Association meets in Atlanta, 
qt Ga., June 15-18, 1920. O. F. Coffin, M.D., Indianapolis, Pres-. 
ts, ident; Dr. H. H. Helbing, St. Louis, Mo., Secretary. 

ist Eclectic Medical ieety. of the State of California meets May, 
Wie 26, 27, 28, 1920, in Fresno, Cal. Ira Wheeler, M.D., Fresno, © 
Cal., ‘President ; Cox, M.D., Los Angeles, Secretary. 

Ha Los Angeles Eclectic Medical Society meets at 8 p. m. on 
Ht first Tuesday of each month. P. M. Welbourn, M.D., Los 
Ta Angeles, Cal., President; C. Ohnemuller, M.D., Los Angeles, 
Secretary. 

Wf Southern California Eclectic Medical Association meets in 
Fut October, 1920. Dr. Clinton Roath, Los Angeles, President ; 
Bai Dr. H. C. Smith, Glendale, Secretary. 

ni ‘THE ECLECTIC STATE SOCIETY MEETING AT 
FRESNO 

tu The forty-seventh annual meeting of the Eclectic Medical 
ith Society of the State of California convenes at Fresno, May 
ith, 26, 27, 28, 1920. Fresno is a progressive city, in the center 
Nth of the fertile San Joaquin Valley, in which our President, 
tie | Dr. Ira A. Wheeler, has the good fortune to reside. And we 
AF are sure that he and the city will give us all a hearty welcome, 
a because Dr. Wheeler is enthusiastic over the prospects for this 
bi year’s meeting. Fresno is easily reached by rail from all parts 
Ash of the state, as it is located on the valley line of the Southern 
Wiha Pacific, and also by automobile, as the valley state highway 
te #) runs through the city, and all roads lead to the highway, and 
Hy therefore to Fresno. 

Tata Thus our meeting this year should have a good attendance, 
qi because of the fact that it is being held at a place midway 
tt between the two great cities of San Francisco and Los Angeles, 
Ta and is easily reached in a few hours by physicians from both 
Vie cities and the surrounding territory. We hope that everyone 
i iN who has attended the last few sessions will make sure to report 
id again this year, and also, we sincerely hope that all who have 
ua not attended a session for a few years will shake themselves 
RE ioe and make an earnest effort to make it this year, and mingle 
eet with their fellow-practitioners to the profit of all. 

Ti ‘ ‘The war and the influenza in the past have kept all of us 
FL | . busy and overworked. Now is the time for us to turn loose 
Tait for a few days and enjoy ourselves talking over our experi- 
Ne, ences. Above all, write a paper and send it to the Secretary, 
| 
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or at least send the title by the 10th of May to the Secretary 
or to the section officer, so that we may have our program 
printed and in shape by that time. If you cannot attend, at 
least let us hear from you by writing a paper for the society. 
- We will have it read. Last year two of our most interesting 
papers were ones whose authors were unable to attend, yet 
who wanted to take part in the meeting. Of course we will 
not like to accept a paper as a written excuse for not attend- 
ing. So mark a circle around May 26, 27, 28, 1920, and declare 
: it a legal holiday. A list of the section officers appointed by 
President Wheeler follows. 


Yours for a good meeting, 
H.-F: Gea, M.D., 


SECTION OFFICERS FOR 1920 MEETING 


Materia Medica and Therapeutics : 
President, J. A. Munk, M.D. 
Secretary, Oran Newton, M.D. 


Practice of Medicine: 
President, J. B. Mitchell, M.D. 
Secretary, A. P. Baird, M.D. 


Pediatrics : 
President, H. V. Brown, M.D. 
Secretary, Florence V. Cheney, M.D. 


Sur gery: 
President, E. C. Bond, M.D. 
Secretary, Welbourn, M.D. 


Obstetrics and Gynecology: 
President, T. C. Young, M.D. 
Secretary, Annie L. Bond-Hughes, M.C 


Ophthalmology, Otology, Larynology : 
President, H. W. Hunsaker, M.D. 
Secretary, E. H. Mercer, M.D. 


Electro-Therapy and Hydro-Therapy : 
President, F. W. West, M.D. : 
Secretary, Alex S. Tuchler, M.D. 


Bacteriology and Pathology : 
President, Pina Welbourn, M. D. 
Secretary, H. C. Smith, M.D. 
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Hygiene and Climatology: 
President, G. W. Harvey, M.D. 
Secretary, D. A. Stevens, M.D. 


Infectious and Contagious Diseases: 
President, W. P. Byron, M.D. 
Secretary, Charles Clark, M.D. 


Entertainment Committee: 
E. C. Bond, M.D. 
W. P. Byron, M.D. 
George E. Meracle, M.D. 


NEWS ITEMS 


Dr. Finley Ellingwood, Chicago, has come to Pasadena 
to visit his sons. He expects to remain several months in the 
hope of regaining his health, which has not been good. 

Dr. H. T. Webster, now living in Santa Ana, has returned 
from a trip to Oakland, where he went on business affairs. 

Dr. Wm. Soenneken, Los Angeles, is in the Westlake 
Hospital convalescing from an operation. 

Dr. W. E. Daniels, formerly of Madison, S, Dak., but 
now living in Long Beach, Cal., was granted a license by the 
State Medical Board at their last meeting. He does not plan 
to practice medicine but expects to take a trip to the Orient 
as soon as traffic is settled again. . 

Dr. O. C. Welbourn, Los Angeles, entertained the fol- 
lowing at luncheon at the Jonathan Club one day in April, 
in honor of Dr. Ellingwood of Chicago: Dr. J. A. Munk, 
Dr. W. E. Daniels, and Dr. H. V. Brown. 

Dr. Rose L. Burcham, who has been at her mine in 
Randsburg for more than a year, was in the city for a few 
days last month, on business. | 

The Los Angeles County Eclectic Medical Society will 


have a banquet at their meeting on May 3rd. It is hoped that 


there will be a full attendance. Friends of the members are 
invited. 

Dr. A. P. Baird, Los Angeles, has retired from practice 
and offers for sale his office building of six rooms, also a static 
machine. For information address, 1407 Mahantonga Way, 
Los Angeles, or phone 39459. 

Dr. T. C. Young, Glendale, has completed his new home 
and is moving in his household goods. Dr. and Mrs. Young 
have a very beautiful place. Also, Dr. Young has purchased 
a power launch, which he expects to use for fishing trips, start- 


from San Pedro. 
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CLUB RATES 


The various Eclectic publishers have decided to renew their 
special club offers to December 1, 1920, on a straight 10 per 
cent reduction, where two or more journals are ordered at one 
_ time. If you are not familiar with any of these journals, 

samples may be obtained on request. | : 


Club 
Price. Rate. 
California Eclectic Medical Journal, 819 Security 
Eclectic Medical Journal, 630 W. 6th St., Cincin- | 
llingwood’s Therapeutist, 32 N. State St., Chi- | 
National E. M. A. Quarterly, 630 W. 6th St., Cin- 


You may subscribe to any or all of the above journals ree 
through this office, the only condition being that subscriptions | 1 eye 
are paid in advance and 10 per cent discount allowed on an_ 
order for two or more, including this Journal. 
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LEADERS 


Hemorrhoids (Aesculoid cerate and Suppositories) » 


Aesculus 
Hamamelis 
Collinsonia 
Phenolized Icthyanat. 


DIASTALIN TABLETS—A digestive agent composed of pepsin, 

- papain, pancreatin, diastase, nux vomica, cinchona, hydrastis, bis- 

muth subgallate, willow charcoal and lactic and hydrochloric 
acids. 


RHEUMATONE non-irritating 


BURNINE OINTMENT—H.B.Co.—For Burns and Scalds, relieves the 
pain and tends to prevent the formation of scars. 


CHICAGO PHARMACAL CO. 
St. Clair and Erie Sts., Chicago, Ill. 


CALIFORNIA REPRESENTATIVE 


| ROBT. W. STEVENS 
336 So. Flower St. | | Los Angeels : | 
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(BATTLE) 


= Although of marked potency in = 


= the treatment of late lesions = 


of syphilis, IODIA (Batre) is === 


well ‘tolerated and may be given 2 


2 


for long periods without causi ing 


= distress. 


= = Barre &Co., Chemists’ Corporation, _St. Louis, Mo. = 


RELIEF OF HEADACHES 


With many patients there is a periodic need for relief from 
headaches of varying degrees. In this class of patients it is 
well to seek for anodynes outside of narcotics and coal tar 
products, if the possibility of habit-formation is to be guarded 
against. In these cases Pasadyne (Daniel) will be found of 
definite value, owing to its power to relieve pain of mild degree. 

In headache Pasadyne (Daniel) acts by reducing cerebral 
congestion. 

As an anodyne 1n headache Pasadyne is particularly indi- 
cated in those cases in which the pain recurs from time to time. 
As a means of producing sleep Pasadyne is a thoroughly de- 
pendable drug. No danger of habit-formation attends its con- 
tinued employment. A a. i bottle may be had by address- 
ing the laboratory of alice . Daniel, Inc., Atlanta, Georgia. 


| x 
‘Bt 
. = 
= 
— 
= 
| 
| 
| 
= == = 
| = — ap ‘ 
= 
_ 


CALIFORNIA ECLECTIC MEDICAL JOURNAL 


| 


LIBRADOL| 


For the Relief Pain 
External Application 


Consult our literature for the history, formula and reports of | 
_ physicians using Libradol in: 


Cough, Croup, Croupous Pneumonia, Endometritis, Felon, 
Sore Glands, Gout, Grippe, Headache, ‘Hemorrhotds, ‘Injury, ia 
Itching, Lumbago, Neuralgia, Pleurisy, Pneumonia, Rheuma- 
tism, Sciatica, Sprain, Stings and Bites of Insects, Tonsillitis, 
Uterine Carcinoma, Insomnia, etc. 


The professional use of Libradol increases each year. Its action is 
surprising, even where the pain is deep-seated. 
_ Several years ago, a physician in charge: of the hospital of @ great iron 
and steel industry, ordered one pound of Libradol for that establishment. A 
few days afterward came an order for a five pound jar (Hospital Size). In less 
than a week came another order for one dozen jars, hospital size. This was 
followed by frequent orders, each for TWENTY-FOUR JARS, — size, 
these continuing at short intervals, to the present day. _ 


REPLACES HARMFUL SYNTHETICS. Where the synthetics 
have failed, Libradol has acted promptly. Let us quote from reports 
of physicians: 


| ‘* IT was called toa nasties suffering intensely from a | affliction 
that another physician had failed to relieve. I end Libradol at once overthe | 
| seat of pain, and prescribed the indicated internal remedies. The patient was 
immediately relieved, and fell asleep before internal medication was in- 
stituted. Since that event I have been the physician of that family.’’ 


Another physician wrote: 


: ‘‘The following is the experience of a patient suffering from facial | ae 
neuralgia: Coal-tar products, nervines internally, and other processes had , ae 
been utilized by the attendant physician to no avail. I was called and spread S08 
Libradol over the forehead and behind and below the ears. Within ten ae 
minutes relief followed, and in half an hour all pain had disappeared. The jj | | ae 
indicated Specific Medicines were now prescribed. There was no return of 

the neuralgic pain.’”’ . 


To Physicians Entering Government Service 


a your patients are not convenient to a pharmacist who can fill | 
your prescriptions during your absence, it is proper to write on the pre-_ | 
scription blank under the Libradol label, directions for its use, and leave 
a jar with each patient. This is being done extensively. 


PRICES: 
— lb. Hospital Size 
Regular and Mild (same price) $0.60 $1.10 $2.00 $9.00 


SUPPLIED BY DRUGGISTS GENERALLY 


LLOYD BROTHERS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
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SANMETTO KIDNEY-BLADDER-PROSTATE. 


Valuable in Prostatitis-Pyelitis-Cystitis-Enuresis 
In Dysuria-Albuminuria 
In Irritable and Weak Bladder Conditions 
AS A SOOTHER AND MILD DIURETIC 
DOSE:—One Teaspoonftl Four Times a Day. CHEM. CO., NEW YORK. 


Ext: acts from Lectures on Therapeutics delivered by 


DR. G. W. BOSKOWITZ 


Cemplied by V. von UNRUH, M.D. 


mest wi used drugs «f the Eclectic School, and the methods used by Dr. Boskowits 
im their tion. .:Tseful formulary in back of book. 


Size of the book, 4/x7? flexible leather eover; malied upon receipt of price, $1.60. 
DR. G@. W. BOSKOW:TZ, 260 West Eighty-ixth Street, New York City, N. Y. 


FOR NERVE DISORDERS 
URILL A rns BLUES (Nerve FURILLA 


SE Nervous Insomnia, Nervous Headache. Irritabitity “ 
General Nervousnes 


Ri Li 


DAD CHEMICAL COMPANY, NEW YORK ane PARIS. 


NE 


Are You Member the 


If not, you ought to be a member of your State and 
National Eclectic Medical Association. 


Do you know that the NATIONAL has a right to your 
influence and help in strengthening its organization? — 


Membership includes a subscription to the official 
journal, THE QUARTERLY, containing all papers, 
proceedings and discussions, editorials and current 


news. It puts you in fraternal] touch with the best 
men in our school. 


Send now for application blank and ovmale. QUAR- 
TERLY to. 


Wm. N. Mundy, M. D., Editor 


Forest, Ohio 
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Garwood Harrison 
PRINTERS 


OFFICE STATIONERY 


“AMENORRHEA 

DYSMENORRHEA 

MENORRHAGIA 
| -METRORRHAGIA 
Telephone 


15569 


ERGOAPIOL (Smith) i is supplied only i ir 
packages” containing twenty capsules. 


DOSE: “One to two capsules three 
four times. a day. 


\ SAMPLES ‘and LITERATURE. 


301 Douglas Building 
Spring and Third Streets 
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Pacific Surgical Mfg. Company 


Distributors of 
X-Ray Accessories 
320 W. Sixth Street oe Los Angeles 
Main 2959 62495 
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Westlake Hospital 


pe 
e 


Corner Orange and Alvarado Sts., Los Angeles, Calii. 


This Hospital is located in the best residence 
section of Los Angeles. The building is new and ab- 
solutely FIREPROOF. 


Operating rooms, equipment, furnishings and 
service are most complete and the best procurable. 
Mental and contagious diseases are not admitted. 


None but GRADUATE REGISTERED nurse: 
are in attendance. 


Every courtesy is given physicians desiring to 
attend their own patients. 
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Chronic Invalidism.is 
very frequent sequel 
Influenza. 


nine. It accelerates 


and restores strength and vigor 


The Standard Tonic for Over Half 
a. Century” — 


SAMPLES AND LITERATURE UPON REQUEST 


FELLOWS MEDICAL CO., Inc. 
26 Christopher Street New York 


D x 
y, Ma | \\ y /{ | | / y ~ 
O pe 4! p of the ‘ 
J 
toget the pwe dy > 
SS 


